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Project Description:

Knowledge and data on the current function, future threats, and benefits of peatlands in Canada are
required to support evidence-based decision-making to ensure they continue to provide critical
ecosystem services. This is particularly relevant for Canada given the large expanse of relatively intact
peatland area. There is a need, not only to standardize protocols, but also to prioritize types of
information and knowledge that can best meet conservation and management goals. This was the
challenge posed to the participants of the Global Peatlands Initiative workshop in June 2023 in
Quebec City, Quebec, Canada. Participants were composed of researchers using primarily Western
science approaches, that use peatland data for carbon accounting, policy or sustainable land use,
reclamation/restoration, conservation, wildlife, and water resources applications. For seven peatland
data categories (hydrometeorological and environmental sensing; peat coring and depth;
greenhouse gas monitoring; biodiversity; vegetation, woody debris, and litter; Traditional Knowledge;
water quality), three priority measurements were identified and recommendations for their collection
were discussed. The key recommendations from the workshop were to: (1) create standardized, yet
flexible protocols; (2) coordinate field data collection where possible; (3) weave more Traditional
Knowledge into understanding of peatlands; (4) create an atlas of existing peatland information; (5)
scope opportunities to create a network of peatland “super sites”.
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Traditional Knowledge Notice

The TK (Traditional Knowledge) Notice is a visible notification that there are
accompanying cultural rights and responsibilities that need further attention
for any future sharing and use of this material. The TK Notice may indicate
that TK Labels are in development and their implementation is being
negotiated.

Notification ST (Savoir Traditionnel) (French)

La notification ST sert à rendre visible l’information selon laquelle des droits
culturels et des responsabilités sont rattachés au matériel en question et
qu’une attention particulière doit être portée à tout partage ou toute
utilisation future du matériel. La notification ST peut indiquer que les
étiquettes ST (savoir traditionnel) sont en cours de réalisation et que leur
application est en train d’être négociée. Pour plus d’information à propos des
étiquettes ST, consulter le site https://localcontexts.org/notice/tk-notice/.
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